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father to the officers and men of the first regiment of Foot
Guards at Potsdam, to which, in accordance with tradi-
tional usage, he was appointed on his tenth birthday as
lieutenant. There may be some of my readers who were
present on that occasion, and who may remember the spec-
tacle presented by the little fellow, vainly endeavoring to
keep step with the giant strides of these huge grenadiers,
the tallest men in the German army, during the march-
past that followed the ceremony. Since then there have
been so many portraits of the crown prince published, as
he appeared at that time, that this taken in conjunction
with the rapid flight of years, renders it difficult to realize
that he is now no longer a little boy, but a youth consider-
ably taller and almost as broad and stalwart as his father,
whose best friend he has become.
William and his eldest boy are fondly devoted to each
other. To the crown prince, his father is in every sense
of the word " William second to none;'' while the kaiser
himself is entirely wrapped up in his heir. For the last
few years the emperor has given every spare moment that
he could snatch away from his multifarious occupations to
the task of instilling his ideas and views into the crown
prince. In talking and reasoning with him, he has treated
the lad as far older than his years, has discussed with him,
in fact, as if he were a man; and it is due to this
that Germany's future emperor is at the present moment
remarkably mature for his age, and really in a position to
view matters with a degree of experience and knowledge
that are unrivalled in so young a man. As a general rule,
young people are unwilling to accept the advice of their
elders, or to benefit by their experience, convinced that
their seniors are behind the spirit of the age,' and in no
sense of the word up to date. But with the German

